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initiated by an especially aggressive branch of Western European civilization, the
intermingling had the fateful consequences of establishing a society in which the white
Spanish European Westerners became the dominant element in a pyramidical society,
with the Mongoloid Amerindians and the Negroid Africans at the bottom and the
nixed racial products in the middle. The groundwork was thus laid for some of the
portentous and explosive revolutions of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.
Most of the whites came from Spain, ranging from the younger sons of the
Spanish nobility to the servant classes. They came as conquerors, adventurers, owners,
managers, and colonizers, almost 90 percent being male, and seldom if ever in groups
or communities of like-minded persons (except for the missionary orders of the
church). They headed primarily for the heavily populated centers of Amerindian civili-
zation where masses of laborers were available who could do the manual work on
farms, mines, and haciendas. When the Amerindian population died out, as in the
Caribbean regions, blacks were brought from Africa to do the work. The setting was
thus ripe for large-scale racial interbreeding, especially in the urban centers which the
Spaniards built on and around the Amerindian cities.
In the course of the intermixing and the subjection of both Amerindian and
African populations, a hierarchy of prestige and social status emerged with a high
correlation between color and class. In general, the lighter the skin the higher the
status. While population figures for Spanish America are subject to widely varying
estimates, the general trend of three centuries was clear. From a wholly Amerindian
population (some say as many as 50,000,000) in 1500, the incoming of 100,000
whites by the middle of the sixteenth century and the importation of African blacks
resulted in a rapid and wholesale decline in Amerindians and the appearance of large
numbers of mestizos (white and Amerindian) and mulattoes (white and black).
Amerindians died out almost entirely in the West Indies within fifty years; on the
mainland they shrank from 50,000,000 to 4,000,000 within a century of the coming
of the Spaniards. Gibson estimates the racial proportions of the population of Spanish
America by the end of the colonial period in the early nineteenth century to be
approximately as follows:10
Whites                                             3,200,000
Mixtures                                          5,500,000
Amerindians                                    7,500,000
Blacks                                                750,000
Total for Spanish America          16,950,000
Of this total about 7,000,000 were in Mexico (which accounted for about half the
Indians and a third of the whites), and the other four major areas had about two to
two and a half million each (Peru, New Granada, La Plata, and Central America and
the islands).
This transformation of society and of civilization in Spanish America was
accomplished in the sixteenth and seventeeth centuries following the military con-
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